
 

 

  

 
 

   
 

  
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

     

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

bridging disability and the performing arts 
www.picassopro.org 

The Training Summit was made possible  
through the generous support of: 

The Ontario Ministry of Culture and Ministry of Education. 

Special Thanks to: 

Mary Pat Mombourquette, Lin Joyce, Denis Couillard, Equity Showcase Thea
tre; Katherine Smith, Erika Hennebury, Jim LeFrancois, David Oiye and all 
the generous folks at BIBT; Roy Mitchell, Trinity Square Video; Alex Bulmer; 
Deb Fels and J.P. Udo, Centre for Learning Technologies, Ryerson University; 
Tara Everett; Corene Kennedy, Professor of American Sign Language/English 
Interpreting Program, George Brown College;  Durelle Harford-McAllister; 
Brett Randall and Lena Polyvyannaya, Elgin and Winter Garden Theatre Cen
tre; Irena Kagansky and Pete Owusu-Ansah, each for their sense of adventure 
and valuable assistance; Florina Palikarova; Kazumi Tsuruoka; Windmill Line 
Co-op  

P icasso PRO training Summit Launch 


Friday, March 14th 2008 
7:00 - 9:00 pm 

◙ 
Tallulah’s Cabaret, Buddies in Bad Times Theatre 

12 Alexander Street, Toronto 

25 invited artists embark on a five-day trip from concept 
to expression in live performance, film and media arts 

◙ 

welcomes . performances . screenings 

a celebration of integrated, Deaf and disability arts & culture 
a celebration of integrated, Deaf and disability arts & culture 
a celebration of integrated, Deaf and disability arts & culture 

http:www.picassopro.org


 
  

  

   

 
   
  

   
 

   
 

                

 
    

 

  

   
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Summit! 

Over  five days an intrepid  group of artists will throw the rules out the win
dow  and ’train’ in the most athletic sense of the word! Workshop leaders may 
find themselves teaching artists who are their seniors. We’ll all be learning to 
swim in uncharted waters. Student interpreters will team with professionals to 
learn on the job and Deaf artists will graciously accommodate them so they can 
gain experience. Technology experts will take notes from actors and directors 
about what works best to serve the art of live performance and film. 

Deaf, hearing, senior, junior, young and not so…artists with and without dis
abilities will collaborate to discover new forms and innovations that spring 
from integrated practice. We’ll talk about it-honestly, passionately and crea
tively. I am certain that new and long-term working relationships will emerge 
from the Summit to help redefine the essence of arts, training and practice as 
we know it. Let the games begin! 

-Rose Jacobson.   

ASL Interpreters for the Training Summit: 

Tara Everett , Amber Kageyama , Kaye Myers, Bryan Parberry 

Launch Personnel 

Stage Manager 
Site Facilitator 
Administrative Assistant 
Events Assistant 
For BIBT 
ASL Interpreters 
House Programme 

Sandi Becker 
Joanne Bigham 
Irena Kagansky 
Peter Owusu-Ansah  
Katherine  Smith  Cabaret Technician 
Tara Everett, Bryan Parberry 
Irena Kagansky  

Training Summit Participants  


Sue Balint Kat Germain 

Sheila Boyd Shelly Hering 

Mark Brose Ben Hudson 

Linda Carter Hayley Hudson 

Mike Cyr Irena Kagansky 

Diana Czainski Ali Nedjati 

Krista Dalby Peter Owusu-Ansah 

Chad Dembski Stella Palikarova 

Anselmo DeSousa  Helen Posno 

Paul Dos Santos Jack Racanelli 

Carol Edgar Kazumi Tsuruoka 

Wanda Fitzgerald Christopher Welsh 

About Picasso PRO 

Picasso PRO was formed to facilitate genuine integration for artists with dis
abilities and Deaf artists in the performing arts. It springs from a passionate 
conviction that Deaf artists and artists with disabilities belong on Canada’s 
stages and among our professional staffs, teachers and audiences. We offer 
fully accessible workshops, clinics and strong artist support, exchange and 
skills development for, by and with Deaf and disabled artists.  We are equally 
intent on introducing non-disabled and hearing teachers, producers and direc
tors to a contemporary vocabulary for change and direct artistic experience 
working in integrated and culturally specific environments. 



 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

      
   

    
                                                   
                                                 

                  

     

 
 

 

 
   

  

   

  
 

 
 

 
  

   

          
   

                         

  
 

Training Summit Schedule 
Friday March 14th to Tuesday March 18th 

Friday: Launch 
Welcomes, performances, screenings, informal networking 

Saturday to Sunday: Ride the Rails 
Small group workshops. Make a mini-film, create a movement 

piece or ritual, write, map or vocalize a story with your team and 
one of our specialists…in 5 hour chunks of time! Daily playback, 

presentation and exchange. 

Monday: Daytrip to Ryerson Centre for Learning Technologies 
A demonstration of developing access technologies. followed by 

a Talkback with the CLT Team and our visiting specialists. 

Private Tours by appointment 
Book a one-on-one with one or more of our specialists  

to talk about your latest project 

Tuesday: Homeward Bound 
Roundtable on Deaf and disability arts & cultural politics. 

Screening of film ‘Welcome Stop” by Michael Achtman. Wrap 
session and closing party 

Launch Line-up: 
opening ritual   Hayley Hudson & Mayahuel Tecozautla 
welcome remarks   Rose Jacobson, Project Manager, Picasso PRO 
introduction of specialists   Norma Araiza, Michael Achtman, 

Caglar Kimyoncu, Miriam Rother 
Mayahuel Tecozautla 

keynote message   surprise guest 
“Maybe Tuesday” screening  Stella Palikarova, film-maker 
Graeae Theatre  presents… film montage with intro by Michael Achtman  
Madame T’all and the  created and performed by Marye Barton 
Art of the Workshop 
“Theatre of Speed”  Back to Back Theatre ensemble   

Bio Notes: 

Michael Achtman: Artistic Producer/Director, Materia Prima director, film
maker, playwright, performer, access support assistant, dramaturge and crea
tive enabler, education/disability access) Graeae Theatre London , UK. Video 
Project Manager Picasso Project 2002-04 recipient of 3 Grants to Writers 
Awards TAC, 1999-2004; graduate Harvard University, BA cum laude Arts 
and Literature, 1982, Ryerson Polytechnical Institute in Theatre, 1988. 

Norma Araiza: Yaqui performer/choreographer/instructor originally from Mex
ico. Artistic director, Tolmec Dance Theatre, graduate, Expressive Arts Therapy 
Program at ISIS-Canada. Collaborations with Canadian Stage/Hour Company, 
L&L Productions, Inner Stage Theatre, Modern Times Theatre Productions, 
Leading Tone Arts Productions as a choreographer, actors’ coach and performer.  

Back to Back Theatre was founded in Geelong in 1987 to create theatre with 
people who are perceived to have a disability, focusing on moral, philosophical 
and political questions about the value of individual lives. Back to Back’s en
semble is made up of actors considered to have intellectual disabilities, a group 
of people who, in a culture obsessed with perfection and surgically enhanced 
‘beauty’, are the real outsiders, and this position of marginality provides them 
with a unique and at times subversive view of the world. With Bruce Gladwin 
as Artistic Director, Back to Back has nurtured a unique artistic voice, placing 
the ensemble at the centre of social and cultural dialogue. 
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Hayley Hudson is an actor and dancer who is also Deaf. She performed the  

role of Hermione in "The Dispute", Picasso Pro/EST, June 2007, has several
 
film and tv background credits; was Assistant Stage Manager, 

"Shumskawsling" by Mike Cyr , Talk is Free Theatre, Barrie Ontario 2008. 

Graduate, Rosebud School of the Arts, Alberta where she self produced Se
lected Scenes from "Children of a Lesser God" for her Final Project.
 

Marye Barton became a professional actor in 1959. Since then she has acted, 

written,  clowned and taught and also works as a psychotherapist . 

Disability brought her back to the stage. 


Alex Bulmer is writer, director, voice coach and Literary  Manager at Graeae 

Theatre. She has taught at Banff School of Fine Arts, The National Theatre 

School of Canada , Central School of Speech and Drama and Rose Bruford
 
College. Her first play Smudge was nominated for a Dora Award and pre
miered in the U.K. in 2004, earning  the Critics Choice in London’s prestigious  

arts magazine Time Out. Alex has been a driving force in Toronto’s emerging
 
disability-arts scene  and core Collaborator of the Picasso pro Project 2002
2004 with Rose Jacobson. 


Rose Jacobson: is an arts programmer, manager, trainer, producer and a pro
fessional visual artist– graduate of the Bezalel Academy of Art & Design in
 
Jerusalem. She was Cross Cultural Director of the Toronto Theatre Alliance 

(now TAPA) 1991-2003. As Manager of Picasso Pro she continues to advocate 

for inclusive arts practice to funders, producers, directors, facilities operators, 

professional programmers and trainers. 
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Caglar Kimyoncu  is a digital and video artist as well as a curator and the 
Director of media production and consultancy company Filmpro. He collabo
rates with other artists in a variety of media, including website design, theatre 
scenography, video and photo documentary, and script development. Caglar 
has mentored numerous artists and served on arts related panels, juries and 
committees. Currently he is developing two short films in collaboration with 
Signdance Collective and writing and directing his own short film, imc, an 
exploration of sexual power dynamics within institutional settings. 

Stella Palikarova has recently graduated suma cum laude with a double major 
in Film (Screenwriting ) and Psychology from York. “Maybe Tuesday” is the 
first project she has produced, scripted, and directed , utilizing Canada Council 
for the Arts funding in conjunction with other canvassed sponsors and with the 
support of Trinity Square Video. The film provides a personal experimental 
dance exploration of love, sexuality and voyeurism from the perspective of a 
woman with a physical  disability.  

Miriam Rother Canadian-born teacher/choreographer AD ‘Pumoja’ Disabil
ity Dance Group. Nairobi; has taught in Malawi, Thailand, Hungary, Switzer
land, France, the Middle East. Independent choreographer, disability-dance 
specialist, creator of physical theatre.  Expertise in ballet, modern and alterna
tive movement techniques. Was a member of the danse-habille consortium in 
France. Choreographed for DIS THIS! Group, KickstART 2001, directed 
E.merge(ncy) for SummerWorks 2000; taught WinterDance workshop, Picasso 
PRO, Feb. 2007.  

Mayahuel Tecozautla Mexican actress, dancer, choreographer from two abo
riginal backgrounds: Aztec and Purépecha. a graduate of the Theatre Univer-
sity Centre (CUT-UNAM), and the Choreographic Research Center (CICO-
INBA)Mexico City. Theatre, dance, film, television and festivals in Mexico. In 
Canada has worked with Earth in Motion World Indigenous Dance Company, 
3rd Annual Aboriginal Choreographer’s Workshop Theatre Revolve, Nuit 
Blanche (2007), Tolmec Dance Theatre and is studying in the Graduate Pro
gram in Dance at York University. 
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